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Taiwan Miracle: the wandering years of Ah Choi of Luzhou
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Interviewed by Chen Yuchin (novelist, second-generation new immigrant writer)
Photographed by Chen Minjia, Wang Bi Zhen
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In 1987, twenty-one-year old Ah Choi flew from Medan, Indonesia to Taiwan to work in a laundry
factory. Six months later, the factory went bankrupt. The boss was gone along with Ah Choi’s
detained passport, and Ah Choi became an unauthorized immigrant. Since then, he had been living
in Luzhou, and forgot how to speak Indonesia. He worked as a lifeguard at the beach, picked

up children from school for the neighbors, and clean up gutters after typhoon. He had a wider
circle of friends and acquaintances than the chief of village did. Until 28 years later, a newbie cop
arrested him...
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Part 01 PR5EsRAEAIR TELHHER | Story Behind Justice 1-1
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"Please support Ah Choi of Luzhou to stay in Taiwan". The fan page detailed
Ah Choi’s story: Ah Choi, an Indonesian from Medan, would be repatriated to
Indonesia, since the passport had expired. His past 28 years of contribution in
Taiwan and all these years’ efforts would come to naught because of not meeting
administrative requirements.

""She was also from Indonesia!" one of the group members pointed at Lisa. Lisa,
a thirtyish new immigrant, chatted with my mom about the island of Indonesia
they were from and the years they had lived in Taiwan.

The man standing shyly aside delivering petition, totally illiterate, not
understanding a word on the petition but speaking Taiwanese fluently, is Ah Choi.
Instead of taking the initiative as other passionate campaigners, he was more like
a direct salesperson by some unavoidable circumstances, waiting for someone to
call and ask him about the campaign, and then he would make a simple answer
like a child afraid of making mistakes.

In T-shirts and sports pants, with lean figure and deep eyes, Ah Choi spoke in a
feeble and inarticulate way, with a toll on his lower teeth due to his age, exposing
his sparse lower teeth when speaking. He was coy and down to earth as a worker.
Ah Choi must have within one month provided proof that the public supported
his stay in Taiwan, and could not abscond; otherwise he would fail the friend
who had bailed him out. A person like Ah Choi, who has no identity card, no
insurance, no resident certificate, is an unauthorized immigrant.

"I do not have an identity card, but | do nothing wrong."
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In 1987, twenty-one-year old Ah Choi came to
Taiwan to be employed. Six months later the laundry
factory went bankrupt. The boss was gone. Ah Choi
and his colleagues did not get back their detained
passports. He was plunged into despair; yet luckily
he did not need a passport to find another job. He
would assure people that he never did anything
wrong and he did behave himself. In May 14, 2015,
Ah Choi as usual picked up some kids from school
for the neighbors and on the way he was arrested by
a newbie of the precinct, who insisted that in any
case he should take a ride to the precinct and have
a talk. As a result, just like other undocumented
migrant workers, he was transferred to and detained
in the Sanxia Detention Center (aka. NIA Taipei
Detention Center).

"You will be repatriated to Indonesia”, “no matter
who or what you plead for, it will be all to no avail",
"no lawyer can save you anyway", a staff at the
Detention Center said wryly. This kind of story
wasn’t new to them.

"This kind of thing happens every day." Chuang Hui-
ling (#EEES ), a member of the Union of Excluded
Immigrants and Unwanted Citizens(UNIC), said.
The other day another Indonesian woman was
repatriated, whose situation was similar to that of Ah
Choi.

This was the first time Ah Choi was arrested. He
could not give up because Taiwan had been the
only home he knew. What was even worse was
that Ah Choi had no wife, no children, no brothers
or sisters in Taiwan. Being all alone meant no one
knew he was detained. Fortunately, reporters of
Apple Daily and China Times came to the precinct
and interviewed Ah Choi, the news that would never
make headline news.

Then, a miracle happened.

The first miracle

On Friday, May 15, 2015, attorney Kao Jung-Chih of
Judicial Reform Foundation, reading the newspaper
while eating breakfast, noticed a heading at the
corner of the page: “Let me stay!” an Indonesia Man



